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Acquiring a Carrera GT
What a collector should establish before purchase
The Carrera GT combines a carbon monocoque, specialized running gear and a limited production 
history. A normal condition report is not enough for an acquisition decision of this consequence.

Start with the exact vehicle
Porsche produced 1,270 Carrera GT examples between 2003 and 2006. Porsche states that it was the first series production 
Porsche with a monocoque and unit carrier made entirely from carbon fibre reinforced plastic. The car also uses ceramic 
brakes and a ceramic double plate dry clutch.

That technical concentration changes the due diligence question. The buyer is not simply checking whether the car runs and 
presents well. The task is to establish identity, damage and repair history, service status, operating condition and the quality 
of the supporting evidence.

The first evidence set
Confirm the vehicle identification number, delivery specification, current engine and transmission information, ownership 
documents and chronology. Reconcile service invoices, campaign records, historic photographs, transport records and any 
restoration or refinishing work with the physical car.

A Porsche Classic Technical Certificate can add manufacturer record comparison and a structured technical inspection. It 
should be treated as one evidence source within the wider acquisition file, not as a substitute for transaction specific due 
diligence.

Safety campaigns are vehicle specific
In the United States, NHTSA recall 23V241 concerned suspension spherical joints on 489 model year 2004 and 2005 Carrera 
GT vehicles. The reported risk involved mechanical stress and corrosion. Recall coverage and completion must be checked 
using the individual vehicle identification number and the relevant official market source or Porsche centre.
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NOTE 03 CONTINUED

Inspection scope before commitment
The physical examination should include the carbon structure and visible attachments, evidence of impact or heat, repair 
boundaries, suspension, wheels, tyres, brakes, steering, underbody, fluids, leaks, diagnostics and operating behaviour. The 
clutch, gearbox and engine require model competent assessment and records that make measurements and conclusions 
traceable.

Porsche introduced a newly developed Michelin Pilot Sport Cup 2 with Porsche N0 marking for the Carrera GT in 2024. 
Tyre type, age, storage and condition therefore belong in the acquisition file, rather than being reduced to tread depth alone.

Questions the report must answer
Which statements are confirmed by primary records. Which observations are limited to accessible areas. Which defects 
require deeper examination. Which maintenance or campaign work is outstanding. Which changes affect originality, safety, 
usability or value. Which costs and decisions should be resolved before ownership transfers.

A road test, if permitted and safe, should follow rather than precede documentary review and static inspection. Transport, 
lifting and specialist access should be agreed before the inspection day.

KUKUK conclusion
A Carrera GT acquisition should end with a decision file, not a collection of impressions. The value of the process lies in 
making confirmed facts, unresolved questions and required actions visible before the buyer becomes the owner.

Sources and scope
Porsche Newsroom Carrera GT technical milestone

NHTSA Part 573 Safety Recall Report 23V241

Porsche Newsroom Carrera GT tyre update

Porsche Vehicle Documentation

This note is an acquisition framework, not a model specific workshop instruction, safety clearance, valuation or substitute for a physical inspection. Campaign 
status must be verified for the individual vehicle and market.

https://vehicledocumentation.porsche.com/usa
https://newsroom.porsche.com/en_US/2024/products/porsche-carrera-gt-michelin-pilot-sport-cup-2-37491.html
https://static.nhtsa.gov/odi/rcl/2023/RCLRPT-23V241-7898.PDF
https://newsroom.porsche.com/en_SG/2025/history/porsche-25-years-world-premiere-carrera-gt-40609.html
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