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Matching numbers
Why a match is not evidence of complete originality

A number that agrees with a factory record can be important evidence. It does not prove the complete

material history, configuration or originality of the vehicle.

The technical point
Matching numbers usually describe an agreement between identifiers found on a vehicle or major component and a
reference source. The exact meaning depends on the manufacturer, period, record set and method of verification.

Porsche describes its Classic Technical Certificate as documenting the engine and transmission numbers and types currently
in the vehicle and verifying whether they match original records. That is a precise and valuable statement. It is not the same
as confirming every component, surface and intervention as original.

Originality has several dimensions

A defensible assessment separates vehicle identity, component identity, original configuration, material continuity,
chronology and intervention history. A vehicle may retain a matching engine and still contain later body panels, altered

finishes, reconstructed details or undocumented repairs.

The reverse can also be true. A transparently documented replacement component may reduce numerical originality while
preserving a coherent and honest vehicle history.

Why the words matter

FIVA distinguishes the identity of a vehicle from the numbers assigned to major components. FIVA also states that its own
identification card is not a guarantee of authenticity and is not proof of vehicle history. This is a useful warning against
asking one document or one identifier to answer a broader question than it was designed to answer.
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A stronger evidence chain

Begin with the correct primary records and confirm exactly what they contain. Record identifiers photographically and in
context. Examine the surrounding material, construction method, finishes, component specification and chronology for
consistency. Compare invoices, historic photographs, ownership files and restoration records with the physical vehicle.

The assessment should explain whether the evidence is confirmed, consistent, unresolved or contradicted. It should also
state which conclusions relate only to the inspected condition and which rely on third party records.

Language that protects accuracy

Use narrow conclusions. For example: the observed engine number corresponds with the manufacturer record made
available for inspection. Then state the limits: the examination did not establish uninterrupted custody, untouched material
around the marking or complete originality of the vehicle.

Avoid turning a sales label into a technical finding. The phrase matching numbers should be followed by the component, the
record used, the date of inspection and the verification method.

KUKUK conclusion

Matching numbers are a piece of the evidence chain. They can support a conclusion about a specific component. They
cannot carry the entire claim of originality. A collector should ask what matched, against which record, and what remains
unproven.

Sources and scope

Porsche Vehicle Documentation and Classic Technical Certificate

FIVA Technical Commission and FIVA Card limits

FIVA Index of Technical Terms and Definitions

Terminology and archive coverage vary by marque, model, production period and country. A vehicle specific conclusion requires access to the relevant records
and physical inspection.
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https://www.fiva.org/storage/Documents/Technical%20Commission/2025%20FIVA%20Index%20of%20technical%20terms%20and%20definitions.pdf
https://www.fiva.org/en/commissions/technical-commission
https://vehicledocumentation.porsche.com/usa
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